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PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Organization and Services 


C. G. JORDAN, Secretary of Agriculture ....R. G. BRESSLER, Deputy Secretary 


This Department is essentially a service agency created by legislative enactment 
to deal with administrative, regulatory, investigational, and educational problems 
which can best be solved through public rather than individual action. The or- 
ganization provides for coordination and cooperation with the Pennsylvania State 
College and the U. S. Department of Agriculture. The Department operates 
through the following bureaus: 


ANIMAL INDUSTRY: T. &. MUNCH, Director and State Veterinarian. 


_ Prevents and Eradicates transmissible diseases of animals and poultry, includ- 
ing tuberculosis of animals in cooperation with Federal Government. 

Demonstrates to veterinarians control methods for transmissible animal diseases: 

Supervises vaccination for and the prevention of hog cholera, anthrax, black 
leg and hemorrhagic septicemia: 

Protects public from unwholesome meats through ante and post mortem ex- 
aminations of animals at slaughtering establishments ; 

Inspects, licenses and furnishes information as to breeding, soundness and con- 
formation of stallions and jacks standing for public service; 

Enforees law requiring licensing of dogs and providing for protection of live- 
stock and people from attacks of uncontrolled dogs; 

Maintains laboratory for diagnostic research and experimental projects. 


PLANT INDUSTRY: R. H. BELL, Director, 
ea ks agricultural seeds for purity and germination, and enforces State Seed 
aw ; 

Inspects orchards, parks, farms, and plant imports for injurious insects and 
plant diseases ; 

Inspects and licenses Pennsylvania nurseries, and licenses all dealers in nursery 
stock ; 

Makes investigations for the control of injurious insects and plant diseases 
including field tests of insecticides, fungicides and weed killers; d 

Ennforeces laws governing apicultural practices, disease contro] and housing; 

Places and enforces quarantines and carries on eradication campaigns against 
insect pests and plant diseases ; 

Inspects and certifies potatoes for seed purposes ; ee : 

Maintains collections of insects, plant diseases, plants, and seeds, and identifies 
specimens, 


FOODS AND CHEMISTRY: JAMES W. KELLOGG, Director—Chief Chemist. 


Accomplishes its purpose of protecting Pennsylvania homes against harmful 
foodstuffs by sampling, analyzing, and bringing prosecution under the Jaws re- 
lating to foods and non-alcoholic drinks, including milk, cream, butter, ice-cream, 
eggs, sausage, fresh meats, soft drinks, fruit syrups, vinegar and kindred food 
products ; 

Regulates and issues licenses for the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine: 

Licenses and regulates egg-opening plants and cold storage warehouses, main- 
taining regular inspection and enforcing twelve-month storage limit; 

Inspects milk plants and creameries and regulates weighing, testing, buying 
and selling of milk and cream on a butterfat basis ; 

Protects honest manufacturers, importers, selling agents and ultimate users of 
feeding stuffs, fertilizers, lime products, linseed oil, paint, putty, turpentine, in- 
secticides and fungiciaes, by means of annual registrations followed by inspections, 
analyses, prosecuticns and the publication of the analyses of these products ; 

Analyzes special samples for residents of the State at the rate of $1.00 a sample 
for feeding stuffs, lime products and linseed oils. 


MARKETS: GEO. A. STUART, Acting Director. 


Investigates and assists in the marketing of farm products; at present chiefly 
grain and hay, fruits and vegetables, poultry and eggs, and tobacco ; 
Compiles and distributes daily market information as to supplies, shipments and 
prices ; 

Advises growers on transportation of agricultural products ; 

Assists cooperative associations and public markets; 

Tastablishes standard grades of farm products and maintains inspection. 


STATISTICS : L. H. WIBLE, Director. 


Assembles and disseminates essential statistic and facts pertaining to the ag- 
riculture of the State, from monthly reports rendered by hundreds of volunteer 
crop correspondents, information which assists the producer in his sales and in- 
terests all industries which deal with agricultural products ; 

Cooperates with U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics in joint crop and live- 
stock reporting and publishes annual and monthly summaries of the data; 

Compiles dates of county and local fairs and ass2mbles data pertaining to their 
success and results during each year. 
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United States Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture and the Department of Agriculture 


Crop and Livestock Review 


In spite of bad weather conditions existing during several of the most 
important spring and summer months, Pennsylvania farmers, continued to 
maintain a high standard of crop production in 1927. The total value of 
crops produced was estimated at $249,084,000, which is $660,000 more than 
that of all the New England States and New Jersey combined. 


While the acre yield of corn—39.5 bushels—was below the five-year aver- 
age, this yield is still 3 bushels more than was produced per acre in Iowa 
and 9.5 bushels more than in Illinois. 


The winter wheat crop was with one exception, the lowest since 1911, 
but the yield per acre was 7.3 bushels more per acre than in Kansas. Like- 
wise, the acre yield of oats was three bushels more than in Iowa and 10.5 
bushels more than in Illinois. 


The potato crop was the most valuable produced in any state of the 
Union, excepting New York, and the acre yield of 120 bushels was the 
largest on record in Pennsylvania, excepting 1923 when the yield was 123 
bushels. The 1927 acre yield was 28 bushels more than in Wisconsin, 19 
bushels more than in Minnesota, 40 bushels more than in Michigan and 14 
bushels more than in New York—all leading potato producting states. 


The acre yield of tame hay—1l.65 tons—is the highest on record for 
Pennsylvania and the total crop, with the exception of 1916, was the largest 
since the Civil War. 


The buckwheat crop was the largest since 1921 and the acre yield the 
highest since 1912, giving the State first place in the production of this 
crop. 


The acre yield of tobacco—1,360 pounds—was the highest of any State, 
being 136 pounds more per acre than in Connecticut. 


Pennsylvania's rank among all the States in crop production is as fol- 
lows: first in buckwheat, first in cigar-leaf tobacco, fourth in potatoes 
(second in value), fourth in total apple crop (third in value), fifth in grapes, 
seventh in all tobacco, eighth in commercial apple crop, eighth in tame 
hay, eighth in pears, ninth in winter wheat, ninth in rye, ninth in peaches, 
twelfth in oats, seventeenth in corn, and sixteenth in value of all crops. 


Progress in Livestock 


With over 3,020,000 head of horses, mules, cattle, sheep and swine, valued 
at $173,022,000, Pennsylvania now ranks as one of the 14 leading livestock 
states. 


Present progress in dairying and renewed interest in sheep, aided by 
close markets and good pasture land, indicate that this Commonwealth 
will continue as one of the greatest livestock states in the Nation. 
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The decrease in the number of milk cows, apparent since the World 
War, was stopped during 1927 when the number actually increased. 10,000. 
Likewise, improved breeding, better feeding and tuberculosis eradication 
have in part at least resulted in an increased annual production per cow 
of from 40 to 50 gallons of milk during the past eight years. This increased 
production and the greater demand for dairy products and good breeding 
stock have increased the average value of the cow to $103, $5 more than 
the highest average price reached during the War. 


The sheep industry also took a “right about face” in 1927 with an in- 
crease of 37,000 head after a continual decrease since the Civil War. Penn- 
sylvania shepherds, like the dairymen, are also encouraged by statistics 
which show that better feeding and breeding have helped to increase the 
production of wool per sheep. The average weight of the fleece is now 
16 pounds more than 13 years ago. Undoubtedly, the fleece is also of 
better quality. 


Swine have also increased in number since 1926 after a rapid decrease 
following the World War. A total of 110,000 more were reported on Jan- 
uary 1, 1928, than on the same date in 1927, 


Horses, however, continued to decrease, there being fewer reported at 
the beginning of 1928 than for any year since 1867, the first for which statis- 
tics are available. On the other hand, there are three times as many mules 
as 060 years ago. 


The amount of livestock on Pennsylvania farms has decreased 20 per 
cent during the past 50 years but the value of livestock products has more 
than doubled. 


Production and Value of Crops 
and Other Products of Pennsylvania Farms 
for the Year 1927. 


The following report is compiled from the returns received from the official 
correspondents of the Departments; the estimates of prices received by pro- 
ducers are as reported December 1, 1927, except where otherwise noted: 


CEREALS 
CORN— 
Estimated area harvested... ceccccccccecceee cece eee 1,270,000 acres 
Average. yield *pér acré...2...4...- ee 39.5 bushels 
Total estimated production... ieee a 50,165,000 bushels 
Average price per bushel... cece cee eee $0.91 
Total estimated value of Crop.eeeec.. cece $45,650,000 
WINTER WHEAT— 
Estimated area harvested, 1927 00000000000 1,090,000 acres 
Average yield per acre... 2.25.20 18.5 bushels 
Total estimated production 20,165,000 bushels 
Average price per bushel.o...e eee cece $1.27 
Total estimated value of Crop -..eecec. eee eee $25,610,000 
SPRING WHEAT— 
Estimated area harvestedeeee.--0 occ eee eee 8,000 acres 
Average yield per acre... 17.0 bushels 
Total estimated production... 136,000 bushels 
Average price per bushel... $1.30 


Total estimated value of crop 


$177,000 


OATS— 


stimatedmatea! (Harvested. to. .:scdcccscteeisere oe tustecatitens 
Averagesvield sper ACret BV. ccna dettsevscsretsieevecss 
Motabwestimated’ produc tiomie.. 1.021 ecceslecce cose eee 
Average price per busheli! ete ee 
Gotalvestimated ‘value Of Crop -2..cc..ccctenc--fecsetnssste 


BARLEY— 


Estimated. area harvested ....n..2..-..csse:0-cle-decceeeceecceres 
Average: yield per aCr@ ei... ceeccteeececeeccececeeeeeeececeeeee 
Total estimated production 2.220202 
Average’ price per bushel... 2.2.0. ee eeeseece eee 
Total estimated value of Cropein....eeeeseeeeeseeereeeseeees 


RYE— 


Estimated area harvested. ..uc.t. ce eeeceeccceceestececevenenees 
Averagernvield Pet) ACK i... cccencensectectcteeeececsderseceneees 
Total estimated production... eeeeeec eee cece 
Average price per bushel... eceeseeeeceneececeseeee 
Total estimated value of CrOp.e..eeeececcccesecceceseeeeees 


BUCKWHEAT— 


Estimated area harvested ....u.....::ssccsesscsesececenccceees 
ver acetnyield! PEL ACT C2. --scscsatecncenroveecessscececsccncasellees 
Total estimated production... 
Mvetrage price (per btishel soto... cenccescseece ce eeeseeceeeene 
Total estimated value of Crop. o....-.--cecccceeceecceeeee 


POTATOES 
WHITE POTATOES— 


Estimated area harvested o...2..2.2.2ccccecccseececeeceeeeeeeese 
Aveta ge VyiGld: Per ACT Caa--.ec-b seececectecseeosetteecenteee 
Total estimated production... eeeceeeeeceeeeeee 
Average price per bushel. eee eee 
Total estimated value of Crop..w....ececceeeeeleeeeeeee eo 


TOBACCO— 


Estimated area harvested........-.c-c-c--coteceeeetsccsessseceeee 
Average yield per ACre.u.-2...scceetesvcicseeeccessocessea-eceeoss 


Total estimated production 


Total estimated value of crop 


TAME HAY— 


Estimated area harvested ...uu.....cecccsecece-cocectesses-coeee 
PNVET ARE TVICLC PET ACTCs..c.-lectececces-cececpeeecceecsscdec tases 
Total estimated production... cece sede nes 
PMV CT APC ED ITC DEL | COM scence cocerh, carte ipsiene 
Total estimated value of Crop..ecsssscosasnsnnsnesesansecesecsece 


I—2 


PAVICTASE PLICe “DET «POW .c.2....-ace---tecceeeccscescceceescceneces 


1,100,000 
36.0 
39,600,000 
$0.54 
$21,384,000 


78,000 
17.0 
1,326,000 
$1.05 
$1,392,000 


210,000 
23.9 
4,935,000 
$0.85 
$4,195,000 


220,000 
120 
26,400,000 
$1.20 
$31,680,000 


33,000 
1,360 
44,880,000 
$0.130 
$5,834,000 


3,075,000 
1.65 
5,063,000 
$13.50 
$68,350,000 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
pounds 
pounds 


WILD HAY—. 
Estimated area harvested .........2.2....-2:+-:-1:eeceeeeeeeeteeee 
Average yield (per Act eG... oss tee eee 
Total estimated production__........--2.02 2225.82 
Average price Per LOM ccc coins res ee re ee 
Total’ estimated valie of -crop!s.....2nse.s ee 


CLOVER SEED— 
Estimated area, harvestéd... te 
Anvétage yield) Per ACK Cie.<.-.2s acdsee cece neccseee epeeecs 
Total estimated production......... see ee ee 
Avetacé price per bushel... 2 .2..45 cee: 
Total estimated. value. Of Crop .2c12c.<2..0c0che- ee 


APPLES (Total)— 
Estimated total crop produced: .:20.. 28 
Average price per bushel. ic.2 cece frees eens eat 
Total estimated value of Cropt--c 2c steese cece 


COMMERCIAL APPLES— 
Estimated. total crop produced 22icceecxccseeee eeeeeeeeee 
Average price per barrel iicci.. sce eneeeeents 
Total estimated value of Crop........s.cicccccsteccticcessteoti 


Estimated total crop produced ~.......222-.-eee 
Average: price: per bushel! 222.2222 ee 
Total estimated value of Crop. ~....-..-.-2--see--eccee 


PEARS— 
Estimated total crop produced ..W.0.22.2222-2.----------- 
Average pticé.-per) bushel 22.0.2 
Total estimated value of Crop teccc--:----cccsecees 


GRAPES— * 
Estimated ‘total crop prodiiced 22.....5.222.2 
AVETASE -Price Yer CON! (accereceee eae ee eee 
Total estimated value of crop —0-..22 eee 


OTHER FARM PRODUCTS 


MILK— 
Milk produced on the farms of Pennsylvania 
Total estimated) value 2222-5. ee 


BUTTER— 
Amount of butter made on the farms ........2...-....-- 
Average price per pound for the year ................ 
Total: estimated) -valtt@e asec se secens sree oor eee eee 


EGGS— 
Boos produced onthe’ tarmisic seo ee 
Average price per dozen for the year pore oan Pos 


Total. estimated: “Value sccccseccecccecosseucccszceranceaasnesaseectetes 


15,000 
1.45 
22,000 
$11.00 
$242,000 


$17.75 
$391,000 


6,300,000 
$1.40 
$8,820,000 


850,000 
$4.20 
$3,570,000 


947,000 
$2.00 
$1,894,000 


400,000 
$1.50 
$600,000 


14,850 
$61.00 
$906,000 


433,900,000 
$112,192,050 


24,303,300 
$0.46 


$11,199,780 


118,456,000 


$0.36 


$42,644,000 


acres 
tons 
tons 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


bushels 


barrels 


bushels 


bushels 


tons 


gallons 


pounds 


dozens 


WOOL— 
Number of “fleeces. clipped: ..22i2.2---21 oc. s cece 364,000 
Average weight per fleece: 21.222 -cccseced eee 7.5 pounds 
Total estimated weight of clip -....-.--.-...------------- 2,730,000 pounds 
Average price per pound for the year .............--- $0.39 
Mota estimated valWe 2204-222 ee ee $1,059,020 
HONEY— 
ioneye produced anc: 22 2 et. nae 2,090,700 pounds 
Average price per pound for the year -.........--.--- $0.22 
wikotaleestimatede valle: 2022 sien eee eee $464,610 
MAPLE PRODUCTS— 
CS eX SISS age 0 SGU ee ee a ee 626,000 
GU grt pee TIN GL © tree oa sea ca sects eee eee ese cen ececer sae 148,000 pounds 
Wryerage. priceiper poids -s-2-2 ae ceeee ee $0.28 
aso talimestiniated: Vale mc. t coves. --ccsceecenccvecseenee neces $41,440.00 
SS ier SBN NS, a ee eee 139,000 gallons 
Wyerace price per callon 2.22 ees este eee $2.09 
AMotale estimated, <value. 262.222 teers es $290,510.00 
Total production in terms of sugar -.......-.--------- 1,260,000 pounds 
Average production per tree .-.:..-.--.-------ceee 2.01 pounds 


ESTIMATED VALUE OF FARM LANDS IN PENNSYLVANIA 


PH OWaLAINDS—per acre -anccceccee cee erecta eeceeee $52.00 
FARM LANDS—with improvements, per acre -..... $76.00 
FARM LANDS—without improvements, per acre $45.00 


WINTER GRAINS FOR 1927 HARVEST 


WHEAT— 
Estimated area sown, fall of 1926 ~..............-..--- 1,118,000 acres 
Estimated area harvested, 1927 ............--------------- 1,090,000 acres 
Seeding, fall of 1926 compared with fall of 1925 93 per cent 
Estimated area sown, fall of 1925 _.............--.------.- 1,206,000 acres 
Average abandonment, years 1909 to 1926 __....... 3.0 percent 


Condition, December 1, 1926, compared with nor- 


TT st Meee eater ie sce acess 83 per cent 
Average condition, December 1, 1916 to O25 ue 90.2 percent 
RYE— 
Estimated harvested area, 1927 ......2.-.---------------- 86,000 acres 
Seeding, fall of 1926, compared with 1926 harvest 92 per cent 
Estimated harvested area, 1926 ...........--.------------------ 93,000 acres 


Condition, December 1, 1926, compared with nor- 
ITT 2h Ieee NO POE beth Ps each SE ee 82. per cent 
Average condition, December 1, 1916 to 1925) ae 90.9 percent 
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